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COUNCIL PAPERS, 1698-1701. 



(From the original volume in the Virginia State Library.) 



(continued) 



Proclamation in Regard to Pirates 
William R. 

Trusty and welbeloved, wee greet you well. 

Whereas by our Letters bearing date the 10th of Feburary 
1699-1700 we thought fit to give you Severall direccons relating 
to the tryall of Privates in Our Colony of Virginia; And where- 
as on Act of of pliament is since past for the more effectuall 
Suppression of piracy, pursuant to which, a Commission under 
the Great Seale of England has been also sent yon Impowering 
You and others to proceed accordingly, in reference to Our 
said Colony and to Our Province of North and South Carolina; 
Our Will and Pleasure is, that notwithstanding anything con- 
tained in our aforesaid Letters of the 10th February 1699-1700, 
You henceforward take care to Govern yourselfe in matters 
relating to Pirates, according to the intent of the Act of Par- 
liament, and Commission aforementioned; But Whereas 
Accessories in Cases of Piracy beyond the Seas are by the said 
Act left to be tryed in England according to the Statute of the 
28 th of King Henry the VIII eh , Wee do hereby farther direct 
and require you to send all such Accessorys in Cases of Piracy 
in our aforseaid Colony of Virginia and Our Provinces of North 
and South Carolina, with the proper Evidence that you may 
have against them into England, in Order to their being 
tryed here. And you are to give notice of Our Pleasure herein, 
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to the Governors or Commanders in Chief, of Our Provinces of 
North and South Carolina, that they may conform them- 
themselves thereunto. So wee bid you farewell. Given at 
our Court at Kensington the 2* day of Feburary 1700-01 In 
the tewlfth Year of Our Reigne. 

By his Majesty's Command, 

Jo; Fermon. 

To Our Trusty and Welbeloved Francis Nicholson Esq* 

Our Lieutenant' and Governor Generall of Our Colony and 

Dominion of Virginia in America Or to Our Commander in 

Chief of Our said Colony, for the time being. 

Virginia. 



Committee of Trade to the Governor of Virginia. 

Whitehall; February the 18 th 1700 

Sir 

In Ours of the 4 th of December last we acknowledged the 
Receipt of your letters which then lay before us, and have not 
since received any other. 

Commissions having lately been dispatched, under the Great 
Seal of England for trying of Pirates in the Plantacons, pur- 
suant to the late Act of Parlkament, for the more effectuall 
Suppression of Piracy, Wee have sent that for Veiginia, by his 
Majesty's Ship the Lincoln, together with a letter under his 
Majesty's Royall Signature, relateing to Accessory's in Cases 
of Piracy bryond the Seas, who are not to be tryed by that 
Commission; And wee now send you here inclosed a Duplicate 
of that letter. 

Since Our writeing to you for an axcount of the Stores of 
Warr in your Government, We have represented in his Majesty 
severall things relating to the Forts and Fortifications, in all 
His Plantations in America; And his Majesty having there- 
upon directed us to require from the Governors of each Plan- 
tation a perfect account of the State of Defence in their res- 
pective Governments; You are to take this further notice 
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thereof, and to transmitt thae same to us, in the most particu- 
lar manner with all expedition; Expressing therein the Sit- 
uation and Condition of whatsoever Forts and Fortifications 
there are in his Majesties Colony and Dominion of Virginia, 
with an account of the Armes, Amunition and Stores of War 
of all Sorts; remaineing in his Majesties Magazeens there, as 
already directed, in Our last. And you are also thereupon 
to report, what you conceive to be further wanting or fitt to be 
done, for the Security of that Colony, And you are to take care 
that the like accounts be transmitted to us regularly from yaer 
to year. 

We writt you formrely about sending the Acts of the Gen- 
erall Assembly, which concern private persons under distinct 
Seals, without fastning them to those that are of Publick Im- 
port; and we now add that we think there would be a con- 
veniency in sending all Publick Acts also in the same manner 
each of them under a Seperate Seale; provided Still they be 
writ in such a Form that they may be conveniently bound up 
in Volums as there shall be occasion ; So Wee bid you heartily 
farewell. 

Your very Loving Friends 
Stamford; Lexington; Ph; Mea- 
dows; John Pollexfen; Ab' Hill; 
Geo; Stepney; Mat Prior 



By the Comission" for Executing the Office of Lord high 
Admirall of England, Ireland ac. 

Whereas wee have appointed his Maj tu * Vessell under yo r 
Command to attend on Maryland in the room of the Messen- 
ger Advice Boat, you are therefore hereby required & di- 
rected with the first opertunity of Wind and weather to Saile 
with her & make the best of yo r way to Maryland & attend 
therefore the Service of that Colony & Protection of his Maj tie * 
Subjects thereabouts & thereunto follow such orders as you 
shall receive from Col Blackston Govern' of Maryland for the 
time being. But for as much as bis Maj ti> has been pleased 
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to direct by his order in Coimall of the 9 th of March 1698-9 that 
the Ship w ch attends on Maryland Shall be made use of by the 
direction of the respective Govern" both of Virginia & Mary- 
erally as his Maj ties Service shall require, You are therefore 
farther directed to follow such Orders as you shall from time to 
time receive from the said Govern" of Virg" 1 & Maryland ac- 
cordingly And whem you shall receive Orders from this Board 
for yo' returning home you are not to leave the Colony before 
you have given timely Notice thereof to the Govern' that so 
if any imediate occasion should happen of Service the same may 
not be disappointed for want of the s d Govern" knowing how 
you do intend to proceed. 

You are dureing this Voyage to give Convoy to any Ships or 
Vessells of his Maj"" Subjects as you shall meet with bound 
your way (as shall desire it) as fair as your way shall lie to- 
gether, and upon meeting with any Pyrate Ships to use yo r 
best endeavours to take, Sink, burne, or otherwise destroy 
them But for asmuch as there is a Truce made w th the People 
of Sally in case you meet w th any Ship of that place, you are 
to permit them to pass on their affaires without any molestation 
till such time as you shall receive farther Orders to v* Contrary. 

In case of the Death of any of the Officers of the Vessell 
under Command dureing this Voyage you are hereby required 
& directed to appoint such other persons in their rooms as by 
y e Quality of their Employments ought to Succeed therein 
without any regard to such persons as y e afores d Govern" 
may thereupon pretend to appoint to supply their places. 

You are further strictly required to take perticular care that 
you do not take away any Men within or in Sight of Maryland 
or Virginia, nor from the Merch' Ships there but in Case you 
shall be in want of Men, you are to apply yo'selfe to y" afores d 
Govern" (our Vice Admiralls) to whom (in pursuance of his 
Maj tie " Orders in Councill) we have sent Orders to use their best 
endeavours to procure you men upon yo r informing them of 
your being in want thereof. 

And whereas we have received severall Complaints of Illegall 
Tradeing at Pensilvania, you are at such time' as you can be 
best spared from the Service to w oh you are appointed to Saile 
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along the Coast of Pensilvania to prevent all that may be any 
Illegall Tradeing in the parts thereabouts. 

You are upon yo r Arrival! at Maryland to send notice to the 
Govern' of Virginia as well as Maryland of the Orders you have 
received from this Board so they may be Informed thereof 
and consult matters with each other for the better Employing 
you. 

And you are by all opertunitys which shall present to give us 
an Account of your proceedings. Dated at the Admiraltys 
Office this 25 th of June 1901. 

Pembroke 

Haversham 

D; Mitchell 

Geo; Churchill. 
To Cap* Bostock Command' of his Maj tie » Advice Boat the 
Eagle att 

Spitthead 
By Com d of their Lords' 5 
J. Burchell 



Order for Assistance to New York. 
William R. 

Trusty and Wellbeloved wee Greet You well. 

Whereas it is requisite that y e Gen" Securety of o' Planta- 
cons upon the Continent of America be provided for by a Con- 
tribution in Propertion to y e respective Ablities of each Plan- 
tacon, And whereas the Northern Frontiers of o' Province of 
New York being the most exposed to an Enemy do require an 
Extraordinary Charge for y e Erceting & maintaineing of Forts 
necessary for y e Defence thereof; Towards which wee have lately 
been graciously pleased to give y e Sum of two thousand and five 
hundred Pounds Sterling; And have also directed that O r 
said Province of New Yorke should exert thae utmost of their 
power in provideing for those and the like Occasions; But its 
being yet further needful that our other Plantations and 
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Colonys on that Continent do also Contribute to so great 
a Work, wherein their own Securety is so much concerned; 
Our Will and Pleasure is that you signify to o r Council 
and y e Gen H Assembly of o r Colony of Virginia, that 
the sums Which wee have at P'sent thought fitt to be 
contributed by our said Colony in proportion to what Wee do 
now in like manner direct to be Supplyed by our other Plan- 
tations towards the Fortifications on the Frontiers of New 
Yorkee is Nine hundred Pounds Sterling; And You are accord- 
ingly in o r Name to recommend to y m that they furnish the 
said Sum of Nine hundred pounds Sterling. And farther to take 
care that y e same be remitted fore y e use afores d to such Person 
or persons as y e Earl of Bellamont, or y e Command 1, in Chief 
of o r Province of New Yorke for y e time being shall appoint 
to recdive the same. 

And in case the Frontiers of our said Province of New Yorke 
be at anytime invaded by any Enemy, You are also, upon the 
Application of y e said Earl, or y e Command' in Chief of the 
said Province for the time being & imediately to furnish a 
Quota of Men (or Money in lien thereof) from o r Colony of 
Virginia according to the Repartition herein th sent you. 

And you are withall to Signify to Our Council and the Gen" 
Assembly of Virginia, that according to their Behaviour in this 
Occasion they will recommend themselves to o* Royall Grace 
and Favour And so Wee bid You farewell. 

Given at our Court at Hampton Court the 19 th day of Jan- 
uary 1700 in the Twelfth Year of o r Reign. 

By his Maj ties Command 
Ja; Vernon. 

To Our Trusty and Wellbeloved Francis Nicholson Esq* 
Lieut* & Govern' Genl of o* Colony and Dominion of Vir- 
ginia in America; Or to Our Command' in Chief of o' said 
Colony for the time being. 

The Quota of Men to be furnished by his Maj'tys respective 
Plantacons on the Continent of America towards the defence 
of the Frontirrs of New Yorke in case they be invaded by an 
Enemy. 
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Men 

Massachusetts Bay._ 350 

New Hampshire. 40 

Rhode Island & Providence Plantacon..... 48 

Connecticute. 120 

NewYorke 200 

East New Jersey. 60 

West New Jersey. 60 

Pensilvania. 80 

Maryland 160 

Virginia.— 240 
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Orders in Regard to Colors for Merchant Ships. 

At the Council Chamber, Whitehall the 31'* day of July 1701. 

Present 

Their Excellencys the Lords Justices in Council. 

Upon reading this day at the Board 's Report from the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty in the words following viz. 

Their Excellencys the Lords Justices having been pleased to 
refer unto us a Report of the Lords Commissioners of Trade 
upon a Memoral from this Board representing the inconven- 
iences that do attend Merchants Ships wearing the King's 
colours in and among the plantations abroad under cloour of the 
Commissions given by his Memoral from this Board representing 
the inconveniences that do attend Merchants Ships wearing 
the King's colours in and among the plantations abroad under 
colour of the Commissions given them by his Matys Gover- 
nors of the said plantacoms. We do most humbly Report to 
their Excellencys that we do agree with the said Lords Commis- 
sioners for Trade, that all such Ships to whom the aforesaid 
Governors shall by the authority Lodged in them grant Com- 
missions ought to wear colours that may distinguish them 
from private Ships, as is done by those employed by the Officers 
of the Navy, Ordinance, victualling and others; And therefore 
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do humbly propose that all the said Governors may be directed 
to oblidge the Commanders of such Merchants Ships to which 
they grant Commissions to wear no other Jack than that 
hereafter mentioned, Namely that worne by his Matys Ships 
with the distinction of a white Escoutcheon in the middle thereof 
and that the said mark of Distinction may extend itself to one 
half of the Depth of the Jack and one third part of the Fly 
thereof according to the Sample hereunto annexed. 

Pembroke, Haversham, D; Mit- 
chell. 

Admiralty office 29 th July 1701. 

Their Excellencys the Lords Justices in Council approving 
the said Report are pleased to Order that the Governors of his 
Matys plantacons do oblige the Commanders of such Merchants 
Ships to which they grant Commissions to wear no other Jack 
than according to what is proposed by the said Report, and the 
Lords Commissioners of Trade and plantacoms are to write 
in the Governors of his Matys plantacons Signifying ti them 
respectively their Excell'ys pleasure therein, with notice that 
their Excellc'ys have been farther p..easee to order the Lords 
Comm" of the Admiralty to give the necessary directions on 
their part for obliging the said Ships to comply with their 
Excell'cys pleasure in this matter. 

John Povey 
A true Copy 
Wm Popple. 

Whitehall August the 14 thh 1701 
S' 

Their Excellencys the Lords Justicees having been pleased 
by order in Council of the 31" of July last to give certain 
Directions relating to the colours to be worne by Ships Commiss- 
ioned by the Govemours of his Matys Plantacons in pursuance 
of the authority lodged in them, whereby to distinguish the 
said Ships at once from oerdinary Merchantmen and also from 
his Matys Ships of war; We send you here inclosed a copy of 
their Excellencys said Order that you mzy observe the same in 
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his Majestys Colony and Dominion of Virginia under yo r 

Government. So we bid you heartily farewell. 

Yo r very Loving friends 
Ph; Meadows 
John Pollexfen 
Ab'Hill 
Mat; Prior 



Whitehall August ye 20 th 1701. 

Sir 

Since ours to you of the 22* July we have received yo rs of 
the 24 th of June last Tis above three months since we heard 
of the death of Collonel Wormeley, and seberal applications 
thereupon made to his Maj" e for the place of Secretary of Vir- 
ginia have been referred to us, but we forbore reporting there- 
upon thus long in expectation of what we might have heard 
from you upon that occasion. 

It is now ten months since we gave M r Perry notice that his 
Majesty had constituted M r Lewis Burnwell to be one of his 
Council in Virginia. We find that the order thereupon was duly 
taken out and we expected that it should have been sent 
accordingly. So we bid you heartily farewell. 

Your very Loving friends 
Ph; Meadows 
John Pollexfen 
Ab'Hill 
Mat; Prior 

(To be Continued.) 



